Susan Clemens

Request for a W Designation

AMST 281:  Reading Allentown: History and Culture Where We Live

Course Description

This American Studies course, open to all majors, highlights the rich community-life mosaic that is Allentown.  We will study contemporary Allentown’s montage of world peoples, from the traditional Pennsylvania Dutch population to the Syrian, African and Latin American communities. The cultural mixture is evident as well in the city’s arts. The course will introduce you to music, literature, art, and popular culture produced in Allentown.  You’ll get to know the Allentown Art Museum, the Allentown Band, and the Civic Theater.  You’ll also learn about some of the more well-known figures of Allentown’s past and present, including General Harry C. Trexler, “Uncle” Jerry Roth, Ronald Demke, Jay Procter and the Techniques, Bathsheba Monk, Yocco, and Keith Haring.  We will visit some of the places that reflect Allentown’s cultural diversity and sample local restaurants that mirror the city’s many ethnic communities.  Treating Allentown as a historical topic of study and a complex, living place, the course will bring stories and questions of the city’s life into the classroom and allow us to step outside campus to explore some of this rich urban environment.

This course is a first time course—new for me, new class focus for American Studies, and new for the College.

A diagnostic assignment

In the first week, students will write an essay that tells their impressions of Allentown and then revises their impressions with specifics.  This will catch any problems that need some intervention by me or another support office.  I also will meet students individually on two essays and more if they want.

In addition, students will free-write once a week. Students will also exchange one paper for class-colleague comments.  This class is experiential, students will connect with speakers, will be immerse in the local community, and will read about the historical and current importance of space and place.   Much of the free-writing will be reflections on the experiential components and then linked to the readings.
Revision component:

I will encourage revisions with all essays and will give the students guidelines and instructions about the stipulations required for an acceptable revision, which includes seriously rethinking and reworking what they have written.  One will be about a three pages essay that will be revised to go more deeply into the subject and the second will be a shorter paper that is expanded into a longer paper.  
Pedagogy:

The philosophy of History and American Studies in college requires that students be able to express content and analysis clearly.  As with many academic disciplines, history writing often demands multiple sources in conversation with each other to develop new analysis and posit new ideas about an historical period or topic.  American Studies as an interdisciplinary major looks at the intersections of disciplines within topics to intersect various disciplines in conversation with topics.  Students must write in the courses and must develop a strong written voice to succeed in each major.
We will read a novel, academic essays on local history and specifically Allentown, a book on the importance of life (e.g. The Pursuit of Local History: Readings on Theory and Practice ed. by Carol Kammen).  In addition to readings from history, students will read in the disciplines of English, Sociology, Political Science, Music, and Ethnicity.
My essays combine multiple writing types including:

· Reflection papers

· Comparing and contrasting two readings for strands and repetitions to develop a thesis and on a narrow idea.

· A letter to an editor for this class on a local issue 

· Respond to a quote from a reading

· Look at change over time about a narrow focus

Writing assignments:

Students will write three or four pages short essay/reflection papers (2-3pages) and two medium essays (4-6 pages) and a final (6-7) pages essay that will be developed from a shorter paper in addition to free-writes.
